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Introduction 


In 1670, Charles II granted the rights of ownership and settlement of 
Rupert’s Land to the Hudson’s Bay Company. Except for the small 
trading posts established by the Company, no settlements existed in the 
West until 1812. In that year Lord Selkirk arrived with a group of 
settlers and established a community known as the Red River Colony. 
Enduring hardships, isolation, and deprivation, the Colony, while never 
really flourishing, continued to survive until 1870 when it was incorpo- 
rated into the new province of Manitoba. This was an isolated attempt 
at early colonization of the West. 


From 1840 to 1870, several events combined together to open the 
West and make of it a desirable place for settlement. One event was 
the westward expansion of the railroads — providing quick, easy and 
cheap transportation. In the same period, Red Fife, an early-maturing 
wheat well suited to the short growing season of this land, was 
developed. Following the Civil War, the United States began rapidly to 
expand its western frontier. This expansion was felt in the Northwest, 
as far as Rupert's Land. Concern was aroused immediately in Canada, 
as this vast area was by rights British land. Following Confederation in 
1867, measures were taken to extend Canada “a mari usque ad mare”. 
As Rupert's Land was still the property of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
Canada made a petition to Great Britain in order to obtain ownership 
of the land. The Rupert’s Land Act of 1868 insured transfer of control to 
Canada, with compensations of money and land to go to the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. The Company agreed to the terms in 1869, and in 1870 
control was finally passed to the Canadian government. In that year, 
Parliament passed the Manitoba Act, which was followed by an 
Imperial Order in Council which declared that from the 15th of July the 
territory known as Manitoba would be the fifth province of Canada. 


From 1870 to 1914, millions of pages eulogizing the Canadian West 
as the ideal place to settle were written and distributed. The Depart- 
ment of Agriculture was the first official body to produce immigration 
material. Later, the Department of the Interior, the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, and various private colonization and land companies joined 
in the preparation of material to be distributed at home and abroad. 
Pamphlets, posters and handbills were written in dozens of languages, 
but all of them made the same appeal — that the Canadian West was 
ready to be settled. As might be expected, the message presented a 
highly favourable picture. 


This exhibition is devoted to the many nationalities involved in the 
settlement of Western Canada between 1870 and 1914, and to the 
literature designed to attract them. The first section illustrates the 
measures responsible for preparing the West for settlement; several 
sections describe the various ethnic groups who came to settle, as well 
as the literature written to attract them; and the final section gives a 
glimpse of the progression from early pioneer life to settled communi- 
ties, the result of the labours of the settlers coming from many lands. 


The West Is Opened For Settlement 


Having gained possession of the land from the Hudson’s Bay Company 
for 300,000 pounds and incorporating it into the nation with the 
Manitoba Act of 1870, Canada had yet to solve the problem of the 
native Indian population, who still held general claim to the land. 
Treaty negotiations were carried out and in 1871 the first of many 
treaties was signed — the Indians would give up claim to the land in 
return for reservations, gifts and annuities. 


The logical step to attract and incorporate immigrants was to 
establish an adequate immigration policy. Immigration, by Section 95 
of the British North America Act of 1867, came under the concurrent 
jurisdiction of both federal and provincial governments. In Septembe 
1871, a Dominion-Provincial Conference was held to decide 
e outcome of the conference was: (1) that immigr 
to be established in the United Kingdom and Europe; (2) a liberal policy 
for land settlement in the West was to be maintained; and (3) that 
information to encourage immigration should be distributed. In keeping 


with these principles, An Act respecting the Public Lands of the 
Dominion, known later as the Dominion Lands Act, was passed in ize 


is measure w rovide a m i on and 
settlement: 160 acres of anyone who would build a home- 
stead and settle the land. 


1. Order-in-Council No. 716, 2 October 1869, stating that the Honourable 
John Rose will negotiate on behalf of Canada for a loan of £300,000 
from Great Britain to be paid to the Hudson's Bay Company for the 
North West Territories. 


2. Despatch No. 163, 25 June 1870, announcing the surrender of Rupert's 
Land by the Hudson’s Bay Company. 


3. Instrument of acceptance of the surrender by the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany of Rupert's Land, 22 July 1870. Photostat of the original in the 
Public Records Office, London, England. 


4. Order-in-Council, 23 June 1870, uniting the North West Territory with 
Canada as of 15 July 1870. Canada Gazette, 23 July 1870. 


5. Articles of a treaty between the Crown and the Indians of Manitoba, 
3 August 1871. 

6. Manitoba Indian Treaty. Indian Chief harranguing at the Stone Fort, 
Canadian Illustrated News, 9 September 1871. Photolithograph. 


7, Manitoba Indian Treaty. Conference with the Chiefs, Canadian Illus- 
trated News, 9 September 1871. Photolithograph. 


8. Delimitations of the Indian treaties of western Canada superimposed 
on a map of the North West Territories, 1899. 


9. Order-in-Council No. 1397, 25 September 1871, indicating Dominion- 
Provincial agreement on immigration. 


10. An Act respecting the Public Lands of the Dominion, 1872. __ 


11. Orders-in-Council No. 1319, 1 August 1871, No. 1320, 1 August 1 
No. 1653, 27 December 1871, No. 37, 16 January 1872, No. 138, 
February 1872, appointing immigration agents to the Continent 
to Manitoba and the North West. 


The Flow Begins XX 


The first settlers to Western Canada migrated from the Eastern Prov- 
inces and the United States. With the completion of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway in 1885, more people were able to move westward 
quickly and inexpensively. But it was not until the late ’90s that the 
“Immigration Boom”, which would continue until World War I, really 
began. In 1896, Clifford Sifton from Manitoba was appointed Minister 
of the Interior. He began an active campaign for immigration to 
Western Canada — offices were opened in the United States; pamphlet 
material was produced in tremendous quantities and freely distributed; 
advertisements were published in periodicals and newspapers; immi- 
grant settlers and farmers were sent on speaking tours throughout 
North America and Europe to publicize the appeal and benefits of the 
West; and deals were contracted with booking agents and companies 
whereby a bonus would be paid for each person transported to Canada. 
This aggressive and persuasive program was heard in every land 
reached. The result was a great success and a steady flow of immigrants 
arrived to settle the Canadian West. 


Between the years 1870 and 1914 some 2,000,000 people immigrated 
to Canada. But statistics only indicate the enormity of the influx. They 
cannot describe the people. It was the people themselves, the great 
diversity of nationalities, that made the West. Their hopes aroused by 
the words they had heard and read, they came: on the water — by barge 
and steamer; on the land — by foot and horseback, in carts and Prairie 
schooners, and later by rail. They were prepared to settle, as single 
families, as small groups, as large communities. They built the home- 
steads, their farms and their settlements. They came from all parts of 
the European Continent, from the British Isles, and from the United 
States. Their backgrounds, their efforts, and their dreams combined to 
create in the West a great mosaic, and gave a co-operative, yet inde- 
pendent, temperament-tothe Canadian character. 


12. Homestead Rights, an extract from An Act respecting the Public Lands 
of the Dominion, 1872. Poster. 


13. Settlers at Portage and Main, Winnipeg, c. 1872. Photograph. Glenbow. 


14. Labour wants of Canada, Ottawa, 1873. Pamphlet issued by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 


15. Spence, Thomas, Manitoba and the North-West of the Dominion, Ot- 
tawa, 1874. Pamphlet. 


16. Application for a homestead right, c. 1875. 


17. Allan Line. For steerage passage..., c. 1875. Multilingual folder. 
Glenbow. 


18. Begg, Alexander, Practical handbook and guide to Manitoba and the 
North-West, Toronto, 1877. Pamphlet. 


19. 
20. 
21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 
29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 
33. 


34. 


The first train seen in the Canadian Prairies, 1878. Photograph. 
Prairie schooners in Manitoba, c. 1879. Photograph. 


Burrows, Charles Acton, North Western Canada, its climate, soil and 
productions, Winnipeg, 1880. Pamphlet. 

An advertisement for the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway, 
1880. 

Allen, C. W., The land prospector’s manual and field-book ..., Winni- 
peg, 1881. Pamphlet. 

Smedley, W. T., Emigrant train, Assiniboine Valley, G. M. Grant, ed., 
Picturesque Canada, Toronto, 1882. Woodcut. 

Confidential circular to Dominion Lands agents, Ottawa, 1882. 


General map of part of the North West Territories, including the 
Province of Manitoba, showing Dominion Land surveys to December 
31, 1882, Ottawa, 1883. Issued by the Department of the Interior. 


Laurie, William, The Battle River Valley ..., Battleford, 1883. 
Pamphlet. 
An immigration train, 1883. Photograph, Glenbow. 


McNeil, Robert, Practical tests on gardening for Manitoba and the 
North West Territories, Winnipeg, 1884. Pamphlet. 


District of Alberta. Information for intending settlers, Ottawa, 1884. 
Pamphlet issued by the Calgary District Agriculture Society. 


Dairy farming, ranching and mining in Alberta and Assiniboia, the 
Canadian North West, 1889. Pamphlet. 


Clifford Sifton, Minister of the Interior, 1896-1905. Photograph. 


Letters patent 1897 issued to the settlers by the Department of the 
Interior, upon fulfilment of the terms of the Dominion Lands Act. 


Identification card for government officer at port of arrival in Canada, 
1914. Glenbow. 


Immigration From Western Europe ne 


The first white settlers west of Lake Superior were the French. Their 
settlement is the result of a slow but steady penetration during the 
course of the two hundred years preceding 1763. Immigration from 
France for the purpose of settlement in the West was not very success- 
ful, as only a handful could be encouraged to come, but French speaking 
Canadians from Eastern Canada continued to move west. 


The Swiss had arrived in Manitoba early in the nineteenth century 
as part of the Red River Colony. Many, discouraged by the severe 
conditions, moved south to North Dakota and east to Ontario. With the 
opening of the West in the 1870's, the Swiss returned to the Prairies 
where they founded colonies in Eastern Saskatchewan and settlements 
like Stetler and Blumenau in Alberta. The Italians, on the other hand, 
did not establish permanent communities. They were mainly a transient 
labouring group, employed on the railway and other construction 
projects during the 1880's. A few stayed and settled on the Prairies, but 
the majority returned east and south to the larger urban areas with 
the winters. 


The influx of German settlers came upon the completion of the 
railroad, in the second half of the 1880's. Families from Germany and 
from German communities in Eastern Canada and the United States 
pushed toward the western frontier to take up homesteading. The year 
1889 saw the first group coming into Manitoba. In 1902 another large | 
group from Germany and Minnesota arrived and established a commu- 
nity in the proximity of present day Humboldt. 


The first group of Dutch immigrants, numbering eighty, arrived in 
the West in 1894. To promote immigration in both Holland and Belgium, 
the first Canadian immigration agent was established in Antwerp in 
1898. Groups from both countries were encouraged to come, and often 
came and settled together. The settlements of Edam, Amsterdam, and 
Davidson, soon sprang up on the Prairies. The Dutch and the Belgians 
took to farming and the breaking of the soil. The Dutch, it is said, were}, /\/\4 
the first to introduce the concept of strip farming in southern Alberta. J 


These Western Europeans made up a large segment of the popula- 
tion of the Canadian West. In 1901, there were 1,739 Dutch, 1,228 
Belgians, 23,061 French, 46,837 Germans, and 330 Italians. By 1911, 
these numbers had grown to 8,488 Dutch, 5,260 Belgians, 74,020 French, 
140,020 Germans, and 3,921 Italians. After 1881, there are no adequate 
figures on the number of persons of Swiss origin in Canada. For facility, 
they were counted in with the three language groups — French, German 
& Italian. The 1881 census, though, shows 4,588 persons of Swiss origin. 


wn 


35. ‘“Réglements du Homestead", Géographie du Canada et atlas de I’ouest 
Canadien, Ottawa, 1906. Pamphlet. 


36. 


37. 
38. 


39. 


40. 


41. 


42. 
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46. 


47. 
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Conseils aux colons. Terres gratuites. L’'Quest canadien, Ottawa, 1904. 
Pamphlet. 

Le guide du colon frangais, belge et suisse, Ottawa, 1894. Pamphlet. 
Les belges au Manitoba. Lettres authentiques des colons belges au 
Manitoba..., Ottawa, 1894. Pamphlet. 

Alec Loiselle family, Alberta, c. 1904. Photograph, Glenbow. 

Le guide du colon dans l'Ouest du Canada, Manitoba, Assiniboia, 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, 1893. Pamphlet issued by the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. 

Le district de la Saskatchewan, I’ouest canadien, terres gratuites, Ot- 
tawa, 1904. Pamphlet. 

Géographie du Canada et atlas de l'ouest canadien, Ottawa, 1906. 
Pamphlet. 

“Les Territoires du Nord-Ouest”, La Colonisation, Sherbrooke, Que., 
15 March 1894. A descriptive newspaper article. 

Canada. Courtes mais intéressantes informations sur le pays... , 
Ottawa, 1900. Pamphlet. 

Ouellett, J. A., L’Alberta-Nord, région de colonisation, Edmonton, 1908. 
Pamphlet. Glenbow. 

400 millions d’acres de terre arable au Canada: 160 Acres de terre 
libre pour chaque colon. Handbill. 

Order-in-Council No. 847, 18 September 1872, setting aside land for 
Swiss immigrants. 


I] Canada. Brevi ed interessanti del paese..., Ottawa, 1900. Pamphlet 
in Italian. 
Il Canada ed il nuovo secolo..., Ottawa, 1906. Pamphlet in Italian. 


Order-in-Council No. 981, 16 October 1872, regarding representation 
from the German Society of Montreal. 

Neu-Elsass ..., Liverpool, 1885. Folder advertising for a German colony 
in Manitoba. 


Emigrants embarking at Liverpool for Quebec, Canadian Illustrated 
News, 4 April 1874. Photolithograph. 

200 Millionen acres zu Ansiedlungszwecken in Manitoba und dem 
grossen Nordwesten Amerika’s..., London, 1890. Pamphlet in German. 
Atlas von West-Canada..., Ottawa, 1904. 

“Der Westen Canadas”, Der Nordwesten, Winnipeg, March 1902. News- 
paper article. 


Manitoba und die Nordwest-Territorien..., Winnipeg, 1892. Pamphlet 
in German. 


Heimstatte — Bedingungen. Homestead regulations in German. 


Die neue Deutsche Stadt in Canadischen Westen, Detroit, Mich., 1898. 
Handbill advertising for a German colony. 


Der Nordwesten Kalender Fur das Jahr, Winnipeg, 1898. Pamphlet. 


Lees dit! Het Beste Tarweland en Weideland der Wereld.... Dutch 
poster issued by the Canadian Pacific Railway. 


Atlas van Westelyk Canada..., Ottawa, 1904. Dutch pamphlet. 


200 Millioen acres geschikt voor landbouw in Westelyk Canada: 160 
Acres vry land voor ieder kolonist. Handbill in Dutch. 


Canada. 160 Acres vryland voor ieder kolonists. Pamphlet in Dutch. 


i“ 


Immigration From Eastern Europe 


Among the people from Eastern Europe who came to Canada between 
1871 and 1914 were the Hungarians, Ukrainians, Poles, and the Russians, 
represented largely by the Doukhobors and the Mennonites. In 1886 the 
first organized group of Hungarian settlers came from Pennsylvania 
under the auspices of the Hungarian Immigration and Colonization 
Society. Under the leadership of Count Paul d’Esterhazy, they settled 
in southeastern Saskatchewan in the area now known as the Esterhazy 
district. By 1891 there were successful and well-established farming 
communities in Saskatchewan and in Manitoba at Hun’s Valley in the 
Riding Mountains. While the original settlers often returned to the 
United States, they were quickly replaced by new settlers immigrating 
directly from Hungary. 


When, in 1891, Vasyl Elyniak and Ivan Pylypiw arrived in this 
country, they were the first Ukrainians to set foot on Canadian soil. In 
the next twenty years they were followed by thousands of their coun- 
trymen. Most of these people, of old peasant stock and well experienced 


in farming, went west. To get est ablished, the men_took employment. 
with railway construction projects and lumber 

were Occupied é farms, most of which were located west of 
Lake-Winnipegosts.— Tes hagas ane eG 


Religious persecution was the cause of the immigration of two 
large Russian groups into Canada — the Doukhobors and the Menno- 
nites. Both had come from Russian Crimea to the Canadian prairies to 
practice their religion and to escape obligator 
the Mennonites broke an agricultural trail into the prairie country. 
They established a prosperous farming community with Steinbach 
(named after the district in Russia from which they had come) as its 


centre. These people from the Russian steppes who were experienced 
in prairie farming set a new pattern in settlement of the Canadian West 
— farming the open countr . Where others had chosen the more fertile, 
treed regions to the north and west, these peo le settled lar ely in the 
1874 and 1880 over 7,000 Mennonites settled in Manitoba, establishing 
small communities such as Altona and Winkler. Some expansion took 
place into Saskatchewan, at Rosthern, Swift Current, Carnduff and 
other centres, and to a lesser extent in Alberta. 


The first group of Doukhobors, numbering some 7,400, arrived in the 
prairies in 1899. Like the Mennonites they were attracted by the free- 
doms prevalent in Canada. They had come with the financial assistance 
of the English Quakers and the Russian Count, Leo Tolstoy, and once 
arrived they received further assistance from the American Quakers. 
Few favoured private ownership of land, and in consequence over one 


pu! 


. In 1874 


| 


| 


‘ 


half of the land originally set aside for them reverted back to the govern- 
ment because of their failure to complete the claims. In Saskatchewan, 
the communities of Swan Lake, Yorkton, Prince Albert and others were 
established. Peter Veregin, the spiritual leader of the Doukhobors, led 
another group as far West as British Columbia where they settled and 
took up fruit farming. 


Between 1890 and 19 ish immigrants landed | 
in Canada. The peak year for Poles was the year 1907-08 when 15,861 


people from Poland arrived. Most were westbound and settled in 
Manitoba on the sub-marginal land east of Winnipeg. This they trans- 
formed into a prosperous mixed farming district. Polish communittes~ 
were established throughout Manitoba; Saskatchewan, and Alberta. 


64. Count Paul O. d’Esterhazy, 1830-1912. Photograph. Sask. Archives. 

65. Paul O. d'Esterhazy to the Superintendent of Immigration, 23 May 
1904 requesting immigration figures for Hungarians arriving at Winni- 
peg from the United States. Letter. 

66. James A. Smart to W. D. Scott, 13 June 1904, advising caution in dealing 
with Esterhazy. Memorandum. 

67. Location of original homesteads of Hungarians in the Esterhazy colony. 
1902. Map. 

68. 200 millio aker Nyugati Kanadaban: 160 Aker — 130 hold talaj ingyen 
minden gyamatosnak. Handbill in Hungarian advertising free land. 

69. The Hungarian colony of Esterhazy, Assiniboia, North-West Territories, 
Canada. Letters from the settlers..., Ottawa, 1902. Pamphlet. 

70. Order-in-Council No. 4154, 12 December 1896, setting aside land in 
the North West for Austrian-Hungarian immigrants. 

71. Kanada. Hogy utazzunk a Cunard Line . . . Kanadaba, Budapest, c. 1910. 
Pamphlet in Hungarian issued by Cunard Line. Glenbow. 

72. Amit egy tanyan tudnia kell. Pamphlet in Hungarian distributed by 
the Canadian Pacific Railway. Glenbow. 

73. Letter from Hanis Gyorgy, 21 July 1904. From a pamphlet, European 
Settlers farming in Western Canada. Ottawa. 

74. Vasyl Elyniak, 1860-1956. One of the first two Ukrainians to arrive in 
Canada. Photograph by Karsh. 

75. Ivan Pylypiw, 1858-1936. One of the first two Ukrainians to arrive in 
Canada. Photograph. 

76. Oleskow, Josef, Pro vol’ni zemli, Lviv (Lvov), 1895. Pamphlet title freely 
translated from Ukrainian as About Free Lands. Senator Yuyck. 

77. Narodnyi iliustrovanyi kaliendar Kanadyiskoho farmera, na zvychainyi 
rik 1923, Winnipeg. Almanac written in Ukrainian. 

78. Manitoba y privnichni-zakhidni terytorii: Asiniboia, Alberta i Saskatche- 
wan. Ynformatsiy pro zasoby i klymat dlia ril'nykiv, hodovtsi v khudoby 
i hirnykiv, New York, 1899. Pamphlet in Ukrainian. 

79. Kanadyiskyi farmer; pros’vitno ekonomichna i politychna chasopys’. 
The Canadian farmer; instructive economic and political weekly. 
Winnipeg, 19 April 1923. Newspaper in Ukrainian. 
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80. 
81. 


82. 


83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 


87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
ah. 


92. 


93. 


94, 
95. 


96. 


97. 


98. 
99. 
100. 


101. 


102. 


103. 


104. 


Peter Veregin, 1858-1924, 1902. Photograph. 


Order-in-Council No. 2747, 6 December 1898, granting immunity from 
military service to Doukhobors. 


J. F. Baker to Sir Wilfrid Laurier, 25 April 1903, asking for his support 
to have the family of Peter Veregin released from Russia. Letter. 
Doukhobors on board the Lake Huron, 1899. Photograph. 

Village of Vosnesenya in the Thunder Hill Colony. Photograph. 

A Doukhobor residence at Veregin. Photograph. 

Doukhobor women pulling a plow, Thunder Hill Colony, 1899. Photo- 
graph. 

Doukhobor women winnowing the grain, 1899. Photograph. 
Communal barracks of Doukhobors, Thunder Hill, 1899. Photograph. 
A Doukhobor village, c. 1900. Photograph. 

Schedule of Doukhobor villages and statistics, November 1899. 


Map shewing Doukhobor homesteads and disposition of same (Yorkton 
district), 1 August 1907. Accompanying Reports .. . relating to lands held 
under homestead entry by Doukhobors and the disposition of same, 
Ottawa, 1907. 


Doukhobor reserve lands. The available lands in the territory comprised 
in the former Doukhobor reserves will be opened to homestead entry 
commencing the first day of June, 1907..., Ottawa, 1907. Poster. 
Clifford Sifton to John W. Dofoe, 11 November 1901, in which Sifton 
defends his decision to admit the Doukhobors to Canada. Letter. 


Circular letter to the Doukhobors in Canada, London, 1900. 
Order-in-Council No. 1043, 28 September 1872, granting immunity from 
military service to the Mennonites. 


Winnipeg, Assiniboine River Front. Fort Garry to the left. Arrival of 
the first colony of Mennonites, Canadian Illustrated News, 28 November 
1874. Photolithograph. 

Golbraith, J. F. The Mennonites in Manitoba, 1875-1900. A review of 
their coming, their progress, and their present prosperity, Morden, Man., 
1900. Pamphlet. 

A Mennonite settlement. Photograph. 

A Mennonite house with stable attached. Photograph. 

Jacob E. Klotz to Sir John A. Macdonald, 6 January 1880, praising the 
progress of the Mennonites and requesting a position as immigration 
agent in Hamburg, Germany. Letter. 

Bekanntmachung. Menoniten in Manitoba, Ottawa, 1885. Poster of land 
available on Mennonite reserves. 

Manitoba i polnocno zachodnie terytora: Assiniboia, Alberta, Saskatche- 
wan, w ktorych znajduja, sie swiezo odkryte poklady zlota Yukonu; 
informacye dotyczace zasobow i klimatu tych krajow dla rolnikow, 
hodowcow bydla i gornikow, Detroit, Mich., 1898. Polish pamphlet. 
Kanada. Krotkie, zajmujace wiadomosci o tym kraju i o podrozy do 
tegoz z Europy, zestawione podlug uredowych statystycznych dat rzadu 
kanadyjskiego. Polish pamphlet. 


Czas (The Times), Winnipeg, 18 April 1923. Polish newspaper. 
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Immigration From Scandinavia A )~ oP 
owe 
yr 


C0 g ‘OW re raviona YW" ibe? © gee 


| 


The several nationalities collected under the name Scandinavians — 
Swedish, Norwegians, Finns, Danes and Icelanders — were perhaps the 
most easily adapted of all the nationalities to the Canadian climate. 

| Like their native countries, the growing season was short and hot, the 
winters long and bitterly cold. Many of the first Scandinavians to arrive 
in the Western provinces migrated from Minnesota and North Dakota. 
They sought the free land and the sparsity of population. The first 
Swedes had come as part of Lord Selkirk’s colony and in the 1870's, a 
further influx was seen. To earn sufficient capital to maintain their 
newly-acquired homesteads, the men found employment on the Cana- 
dian Pacific Railway construction crews. Winnipeg quickly became 
an important Swedish centre. 


In 1872, Sigtryggur Jonasson, ‘the father of Icelandic settlement in 


Canada’ came to Manitoba with 285 of his fellow countrymen. They 
settled in the Gimli district on the western shores of Lake Winnipeg. 
Despite the ravages of a smallpox epidemic and a severe winter, the 
community of Gimli survived and prospered. Ten years later a second 
group of Icelanders, consisting of some 1,800 immigrants largely from 


the 


United States, arrived and built settlements across Manitoba, 


mostly in the Winnipeg area. 


The years 1900 to 1905 saw a large Scandinavian population set- 


tling in the West. The vanguard of these people had migrated from the 
south, the next wave came directly from Europe. The first Norwegian 
settlement was in Glen Mary, east of Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. The 
first Danish community sprang up in 1903 at Innisfail, Alberta. Smaller 
communities and homesteads were built by the Danes, Icelanders, 
Swedish, Finns and Norwegians all across the prairies. In the year 

( 1902-03 the Winnipeg immigration office recorded some 16,000 persons 
of Scandinavian origin in that area alone. 


105. 


106. 


107. 


108. 


109. 
110. 


111. 
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Order-in-Council No. 945, 4 August 1873, permitting Scandinavian colo- 
nization in Manitoba. 


Scandinavian National Union to Sir John A. Macdonald, 8 January 1887. 
Letter. 


Certificate showing Sir John A. Macdonald as an honorary member of 
the Skandinaviska National Foreningen. 


Skandinaverna i Manitoba och Nord Westra Canada, Winnipeg, 1886. 
Scandinavian pamphlet. 


Canada, Manitoba og Nordvest Territoriet, 1893. Danish poster. 


Order-in-Council No. 1052, 14 August 1874, setting aside land in Mani- 
toba for Danish settlers. 


Hvad danske Landmaend kunne udrette i Canada. Folder title freely 
translated as What Danes can do in Canada. 


112. 


113. 


114. 


115. 


116. 


117. 


118. 


119. 


120. 


121. 


122. 
123. 
124. 


125. 


126. 


127. 


128. 


129. 


Det nordvestlige Canada, 1908. Danish pamphlet information about 
Canada. 


Danebrog, Ottawa, 3 November 1905. Danish newspaper. 


George Arthur Hill to Thomas Bennett, 16 August 1890, replying to 
instructions to guide Danish settlers to homestead. Letter. 


200 Mill. Acres dyrkbart land i Vestlige Canada: 160 Acres frit land til 
enhver Nybygger. Norwegian handbill advertising free land in Canada. 
Manitoba, Assiniboia, Alberta, Saskatchewan & Athabasca I det store 
Nordvestlige Amerika 10 til 14 dages reise fra Norge. Gives et frit 
hjemsted paa 160 acres, Liverpool, 1892. Norwegian pamphlet. 


Letter of Axel Olson, 20 July 1904. From a pamphlet European settlers 
farming in western Canada. 


200 Millioner Acres i vestra Canada: 160 acres fritt land till hvarje 
landtbrukare, Swedish handbill. 


A homesteader from Sweden. Photograph. 
Canada. 160 acres fritt land till hvarje Nybyggare. Swedish pamphlet. 


Manitoba. Handbog over Provinsen Manitoba, dets Lima, Jordbrug, 
Regjering, Skoler m.m. for Kapitalister, Jordbrugere, Handlende, Hand- 
vaerkere, Arbejdere o.s.v. med saerskildt Hensyen til skandinaviske 
Nybyggere og Udvandrere, udarbejdet af Manitobas Regering, 1892. 
Swedish handbook. 


Finlanders in western Canada. Photograph. 
Karttakirja yli western Canada..., 1904. Atlas. 


Sigtryggur Johnasson, 1852-1942, the father of Icelandic settlement in 
Canada, Montreal Star, 7 April 1971. Photograph. 


Baldwin L. Baldwinson, 1856-1936, a government immigration agent who 
brought more than seven thousand Icelandic immigrants to Manitoba. 
Photograph. 


Baldwinson, Baldwin L., Hagskyslur fra Islendingabyggdum i Canada 
arin 1891-1892, Reykjavik, 1892. Pamphlet of statistics concerning Ice- 
landic settlers. 


J. H. Pope to Sir John A. Macdonald, 27 July 1883, discussing Icelandic 
settlers for Manitoba. Letter. 


Icelandic Society of Winnipeg to Sir John A. Macdonald, 24 August 
1886, asking that further immigration from Iceland be encouraged. 
Letter. 


Vestur Canada. Heimsins mesta kornyrkju-land. Heimsins mesta kvik- 
fjarraektar-land. Heisins mesta nama-land .. . , 1900. Icelandic pamphlet. 
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Immigration From The British Isles 


One of the most important sources of immigrants to the Canadian West 
during the period 1870-1914 was the British Isles. People from Scotland, 
Ireland, Wales and England were encouraged to come out to settle. 
While many came on their own, many were assisted by various 
colonization schemes. The schemes of Lady Gordon-Cathcart and the 
Reverend Isaac M. Barr are two important examples of such schemes 
that proved beneficial to the populating of the West. 


In the spring of 1883 serious discontent existed among the res- 
idents of the estate of Lady Gordon-Cathcart in the Western Isles of 
Scotland. Their discontent stemmed from their being over-crowded on 
a very small area of property. Lady Gordon-Cathcart offered to assist 
her tenants by advancing the necessary funds to those desirous of 
settling in Western Canada. In addition to cash secured by the sale of 
the farm stock, she willingly loaned £100 to each family. In 1883, eleven 
families accepted the offer and departed for the Wapella-Moosomin 
districts of Saskatchewan. More families followed in 1884, and by 1885 
over 3,200 acres had been secured by these families, known as crofters. 
Lady Gordon-Cathcart’s generosity was regarded by all as a noble act. 
The idea was accepted by government officials and in December 1888 
a commission was established to look into the matter of promoting a 
scheme of colonization for crofters and cottars from the Western 
Highlands and the Islands of Scotland. 


At the beginning of the twentieth century a Canadian clergyman 
living in London, George Exton Lloyd, wrote a series of articles on the 
Canadian North West and the need for settlers. On the basis of the 
response to these articles another clergyman, Isaac M. Barr became 
interested in organizing a colony. Lloyd agreed to become pastor to the 
group which Barr would lead. Barr originally visualized a small colony 
of less than fifty families. The responses to his advertisements, how- 
ever, numbered several thousand from middle-class and working-class 
Britons who were willing and ready to give up all that they had and 
move five thousand miles. 


Barr and his several thousand companions set sail on several ships 
and landed at Saint John, New Brunswick on April 12, 1903. On 
April 24, the last five trains made up of ‘colonists cars’ arrived at : 
Saskatoon, still two hundred miles from their destination — the area 
known as Lloydminster on the Alberta-Saskatchewan border. Before 
moving on, the settlers were housed for several days in a tent city on 
the outskirts of Saskatoon. They headed west one by one or in small 
groups. Many settlers took as long as two months to arrive at their des- 
tination, feeling tired, defrauded and betrayed. Only about one thousand 
reached the Lloydminster area; the others had found work along the 
trail and in some cases a few had returned home to England. In many 
ways, the Barr Colony was not a success, yet Isaac Barr had played a 
major role in populating a fertile and productive area of the West. 
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Richardson, Robert, Report of the visit of The British Association to 
the Canadian North West..., Winnipeg, 1884. Pamphlet. 


A unique opportunity for the residents of this district. An illustrated 
lecture on Canada, 1912. Poster. 

Have you a friend farming in Canada? If so, he can nominate you for 
work on the land. Assisted passages for approved applicants, c. 1900. 
Poster issued by the British Overseas Settlement Office. 


Shortest sea passage to America..., 1888. Poster. 


Advertisement for domestic servants in Canada, from an unidentified 
newspaper. March 1898. 


Application form issued by the United British Women’s Emigration 
Association, 


The women wanted in Western Canada..., Canadian Gazette, 30 
January 1902. 


What Irishmen say of Canada, Ottawa, 1911. Pamphlet. 


Fiosrachadh ’o’n luchd-riaghlaidh mo Dheighinn Chanada, Ottawa, 1892. 
Pamphlet in Gaelic. 


Canada as a home for the Scotch agriculturist. The nearest British 
colony ..., 1898. Handbill. 


Allan Line. Royal mail steamers. Liverpool to Canada and the United 
States, Liverpool, 1892. Poster. 


Alexander Macdonald to Lady Gordon-Cathcart, May 1883, acknowl- 
edging receipt of passage money loaned for the purpose of going to 
Canada. Memorandum. 


Donald Macdiarmid to Lady Gordon-Cathcart, 11 August 1883, describing 
his satisfaction for the North-West. From the pamphlet What settlers 
say of Manitoba and the Canadian North-West, London, 1884. Letter. 


Estimated requirements of each crofter family, implements, cattle, 
house and provisions. Two typed pages. 


Mackenzie Bowell to Sir John A. Macdonald, 3 August 1887, on the 
subject of crofter immigration. Letter. 


Christy Macpherson to Lady Gordon-Cathcart, 21 January 1884, stating 
that she is well off in the North-West. From the pamphlet What settlers 
say of Manitoba and the Canadian North-West, London, 1884. Letter. 


Crofter and cottar colonisation scheme. Particulars relating to crofter 
and cottar families, 3 April 1889. Two handwritten pages. 


Report of Her Majesty’s Commissioners appointed to carry out a scheme 
of colonization in the Dominion of Canada of crofter and cottars from 
the Western Highlands and Islands of Scotland, London, 1897. Pamphlet. 


Isaac M. Barr, d. 1937, leader of the Barr colony to Saskatchewan. 
Photograph. Sask. Archives. 


Barr, Isaac M., British settlements in North Western Canada on free 
grant lands. Canada for the British, London, 1902. Pamphlet. 


Colonial and Continental Church Society to persons interested in fol- 
lowing Rev. Barr to the North-West. Letter. 
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Rev. George E. Lloyd, 1861-1940. Photograph. 


Partial list of Barr colonists on S.S. Lake Manitoba, 31 March 1903. 
Manuscript. 


J. Obed Smith to James A. Smart, 22 October 1902, on the subject of 
reserving land in the North-West for followers of Barr. Telegram. 


James A. Smart to Clifford Sifton, 14 February 1903, indicating that it 
was possible that Barr colony was going to be a success. Telegram. 


Barr colonists arrive at Saskatoon, April 1903. Photograph. Sask. 
Archives. 


Barr colonists, Saskatoon, April 1903. Photograph. Sask. Archives. 
Plan of the townsite of Lloydminster, Ottawa, 1904. 


Immigration From The United States 


With the passing of the Dominion Lands Act of 1872, the American 
settlers began to move into the Canadian West in great numbers. The 
completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway was followed by vigorous 
immigration programs directed toward the United States. Advertise- 
ments were distributed throughout the northern states by hand, and 
in newspapers and periodicals. The result was that many Americans 
took up homesteads in the western provinces. As the Canadian West 
prospered it became apparent that the local manpower would not be 
sufficient to harvest the ever-increasing grain crop. Harvest excursions 
were introduced to assist the prairie farmer in his annual harvest. Many 
people who came on these excursions were attracted back as permanent 
settlers. 


One of the most important groups of Americans to arrive in the 
West were the Mormons. In 1886, Charles Ora Card, the son-in-law of 
Brigham Young, founder of the Mormon Church, set out from Utah in 
search of a location where he and his followers could escape the 
growing criticism of their religion. Card and his party tested soil in the 
vicinity of Lee’s Creek. In 1887 more families followed the first party 
and the community of Cardston was established. These settlers had 
many progressive ideas about industry and co-operative farming, and 
they were the first in canada _to_adopt_theuse_of irrigation. They 
brought with them another brand of early-maturing wheat which be- 
came known as Alberta Red Winter wheat. The Mormons are also 
attributed with having established the best sugar industry in Alberta. 
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158. Office of Canadian Government Agency to persons interested in free 
homestead lands, 1903. Letter. Glenbow. 


159. A train load of settlers from South Dakota at Winnipeg, May 1891. 
Photograph. 


160. John Ware, a Negro rancher, and his family, c. 1896. Photograph. 
Glenbow. 


161. Go in the spring of 1898 and take a home in the Canadian West. Poster. 


162. Three covered waggons from the United States in Southern Alberta, 
c. 1893. Photograph. Glenbow. 


163. Settlers from the United States, c. 1905, Photograph. 


164. Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ogden, homesteaders from Boston bound for the 
Peace River area. Photograph. Glenbow. 


165. Colorado settlers arriving in Bassano, Alberta, March 1914. Photograph. 
Glenbow. 


166. Report of the United States delegates on Western Canada, Ottawa, 1898. 
Pamphlet. 


167. Cutting and stooking, Saskatchewan. Photograph. 
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40,000 men needed in western Canada to harvest 400,000,000 bushels 
of grain. Poster. 


The banner oat fields of 1907. Photograph. 
Many thousands will be needed to harvest crops. Poster. 


Great is the harvest in Manitoba and Canadian North-West. Farm 
laborers wanted. Canadian Pacific Railway will run farm laborers’ 
excursions..., 1898. Poster. 


“Hooligan harvesters”, Portage La Prairie Liberal, 29 October 1908. 
Editorial. 


Harvesting near Brandon, Manitoba, 1892. Photograph. 
Harvesting camp. Photograph. 
Double row of wheat stacks. Photograph. 


1905. Harvesters wanted. Farm laborers’ second class excursions will 
be run on Sept. 6 ’05. Poster issued by the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company. 

Six miles of stooks and stacks, Pembina Hills, Manitoba. Photograph. 


Macleod, N.W., Picturesque Cardston and environments... , Cardston, 
N.W.T., 1900. Pamphlet. 


1887 Pioneers of Cardston. Photograph. Glenbow. 


W. B. Scarth to Sir John A. Macdonald, 5 November 1888, on the subject 
of Mormon Immigration to the North-West. Letter. 


Opening of the Tabernacle, Cardston, Alberta, 18 May 1912. Photograph. 
Glenbow. 


Group of Mormons having a picnic. Photograph. Glenbow. 


Cardston oldtimers. Left to right, John A. Woolf, Henry L. Hinman, and 
Charles O. Card, c. 1900. Photograph. Glenbow. 


Progressing From The Pioneer Life 


Today’s lifestyle in the West was determined in the pioneer days. The 
isolation on the Prairies, where the nearest house was often over the 
horizon, created a close-working. interdependent ambiance. The aim 


of the settler was_a better life for himself and his family, achieved 
Howly through constant routine of hard work. There were good times 
and bad times alike, but for those who stayed the rewards were plenti- 
ful. The development of new strains of wheat and of faster and better 
equipment to harvest the resultant crops turned the once harsh and 
unwelcoming Prairies into a flourishing, productive land reaping 


benefits for those who had come thousands of miles to settle in the 
great Canadian West. 


184. Prosperity follows settlement in any part of Canada. Letters from satis- 
fied settlers, Ottawa, 1909. Pamphlet. 


185. Home life in western Canada, Winnipeg, 1907. Pamphlet issued by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company. Glenbow. 


186. Women’s work in western Canada, Winnipeg, 1906. Pamphlet issued by 
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. Glenbow. 


187. The Canadian west, its present condition and future possibilities, Otta- 
wa, 1906. Pamphlet. 


188. Settling of Canada’s free land, Ottawa, 1912. Pamphlet. 


189. The heart of the famous Saskatchewan wheat belt, Montreal, 1907. 
Pamphlet issued by the Saskatoon and Western Land Company Limited. 
Glenbow. 


190. Free farms. New homes, Winnipeg, 1901. Folder. 

191. Saskatchewan River Country, Saskatchewan. Photograph. 
192. The beginning of better things. Photograph. 

193. Breaking the Prairie. Photograph. 

194. W. G. Hunt’s residence, Lloydminster, c. 1900. Photograph. 
195. An early homestead on the Prairies. Photograph. 


196. A settler’s house in the first year with the Hartney settlement south-west 
of Brandon, Man. Photograph. 


197. Winder Farm, Carberry, Man., 1914. Photograph. 
198. Mclvor’s old and new Homesteads, Virden, Man. Photograph. 
199. Ploughing the virgin prairie at Kenville, Man. Photograph. 


200. Mr. Wilson’s old and new homesteads north-west of Moose Jaw, Sask. 
Photograph. 


201. Potato harvesting in Manitoba. Photograph. 
202. Wheat stacks near Brandon, Man. Photograph. 
203. Farm near Vermilion, Alberta. Photograph. 
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Old and new homesteads north of Indian Head, Sask. Photograph. 


Horses seeding, harrowing and levelling, Pincher Creek, Alberta 
Photograph. 


Reaping the harvest, c. 1911. Photograph. 
Breaking the land near Moose Jaw, Sask. Photograph. 
Breaking the modern way, c. 1910. Photograph. 


Farming by the Mance Farming Company of Vicking, Alberta, c. 1913. 
Photograph. 


The wheat grew taller than a ten year old boy. Photograph. 
Doukhobors threshing the first grain harvest, 1899. Photograph. 
Threshing in Alberta, c. 1900. Photograph. 


Map of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. Special edition showing 
even-numbered sections finally disposed of, Ottawa, 1908. Issued by the 
Department of the Interior. 
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